FORECAST.—Fine; moderate temperatures; southerly winds. BRITISH AIR MISSION — PAGE 8.
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Yesterday was Victoria's Black Sunday. Destructive bush fires swept

the greater part of the State, threatening life, destroying homes,

fences, orchards, haystacks, and laying waste vast tracts of timber
and grass lands.
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Swepl an to Dromana by a 40-mile-an-hour wind, the flames sent residents and holi-
day-makers flering to the safety of the beach. Forty-three houses were destroyed.
Last night a whole section of the town was a heap of smouldering ruins.
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